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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible 
for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has 
been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 09/03/08 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

Claim Objections 

The objection to the claims has been withdrawn due to the amendment. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Applicant's arguments with respect to the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103 have been 
fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

As argued by applicant: 

The invention of Applicants pertains to hacking up computer files without the need for additional 
hardware of software. Applicants employ a central manager to dynamically manage backups. None of 
Second Copy. Knight, or Whiting el al. teach the limitation pertaining to a central system coupled to 
each server and client. As reflected in the amended claims, the central system of Applicants is 
responsible for installing daemon applications on systems with available disk space and backup 
applications on systems whose files require backup. See paragraphs 0020, 0021, and 0029 of 
Applicants. By creating a central file, the central system dynamically coordinates the functions of 
backing up and restoring files. 



The examiner respectfully disagrees. 
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The USPTO system is a central system coupled to systems including each server and client on a 
network, e.g., the USPTO main server for administrators coupled to the Internet server, mail 
server, backup server... and a plurality of examiner client computers on the Internet. 

The Knight system is also a central system coupled to systems including each server and client on a 
network, e.g., the administration server coupled to the Internet server, mail server, backup 
server... and a plurality of client computers on the Internet (Knight, Col. 3 Lines 36-67). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-5, 8-12 and 12-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over a conventional network of computers running Window XP operating 
system and SECOND COPY 2000 in view of Knight [USP 7,043,619]. 

Regarding claims 1 and 8, to perform backup operation for a conventional network, 
USPTO computer clients run Window XP operating system and SECOND COPY 2000. By 
running the Window XP operating system, the Window XP 

creating a master file by the central system, wherein said master file comprises information regarding a 
list of system available to store backup files and an amount of available disk space to store backup files for each 
system available to store backup files (As shown at Screenshot 1 of the Appendix, a layout of storage 
configuration as a master file, which is created by the central system, e.g., the USPTO main server, 
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wherein the layout comprises information regarding a list of system available to store backup files, e.g., 
"HPham5 on "cfsO. . .", and an amount of available disk space to store backup files for each system available 
to store backup files, e.g., 8.37 GB). 

The network of USPTO computers further 

the central system installing a backup application on systems to perform a backup operation (the 
network of USPTO computers are installed SECOND COPY 2000 as backup application to perform 
a backup operation by the central system)', 

receiving a request from said backup application to download said master file (As shown at 
screenshot 3 (Page 13) of SECOND COPY 2000, SECOND COPY 2000 requests the layout 
storage configuration by selecting "Browse"); 

selecting from the master file at least one system available to store backup files (As shown at 
screenshot 3 (Page 13) of SECOND COPY 2000, "HPham5 on "cfsO..." is selected for storing 
backup files); and 

performing the backup operation to backup at least one file on the at least one selected system (The 
backup operation is performed as illustrated on page 8 of SECOND COPY 2000). 

The missing of the backup process of network of USPTO computers running Window XP 
operating system and SECOND COPY 2000 is the claimed limitations dynamically installing a 
daemon application by a central system coupled to systems with available disk space to store backup files, said 
systems including each server and client on a network and receiving a first metadata by the central, system from 
said installed daemon application, wherein said first metadata comprises information regarding available disk 
space. 

Knight teaches a method and program for determining storage configuration (Knight, 
Abstract). The method and program as disclosed by Knight comprising the steps of: 

dynamically installing a daemon application by a cenfral system coupled to systems with available disk 
space to store backup files, said systems including each server and client on a network (Storage Configurator 
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Software Program as a daemon application is installed on servers and clients with hard drive 
available disk space to store backup files by central system, e.g., administration server (Col. 4 Lines 21- 
46 and Col. 3 Lines 55-67)); 

receiving a first metadata from said installed daemon applications, wherein said first metadata 
comprises information regarding available disk space (Col. 7 Lines 64-67). 

The Storage Configurator Software Program as taught by Knight is a must for the 
network of USPTO computers running Window XP operating system and SECOND COPY 
2000. By using Storage Configurator Software Program, the configuration of storage devices is 
determined for creating the layout of storage configuration. 

Regarding claim 15, a conventional network storage system, e.g., the USPTO network 

storage system, comprising: 

a processor (A CPU is an inherited feature of the USPTO computer); and 

storage coupled to said processor (A memory coupled to the CPU is an inherited feature of the 

USPTO computer). 

To perform backup operation for the network storage system, the USPTO computer 
Client runs Window XP as a computer program, wherein the XP comprises instructions embedded in the 
memory and executable by the CPU, said instruction comprising instruction for: 

creating a master file, wherein said master file comprises information regarding a list of system 
available to store backup files and an amount of available disk space to store backup files for each system 
available to store backup files (As shown at Screenshot of the Appendix, a layout of storage 
configuration as a master file, wherein the layout comprises information regarding a list of system 
available to store backup files, e.g., "HPham5 on "cfsO...", and an amount of available disk space to store 
backup files for each system available to store backup files, e.g., 8.37 GB). 

The USPTO network storage system further 
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installing a backup application on systems to perform a backup operation (the network of USPTO 
computers are installed SECOND COPY 2000 as backup application to perform a backup operation); 

receiving a request from said backup application to download said master file (As shown at 
screenshot 3 (Page 13) of SECOND COPY 2000, SECOND COPY 2000 requests the layout 
storage configuration by selecting "Browse"); 

selecting from the master file at least one system available to store backup files (As shown at 
screenshot 3 (Page 13) of SECOND COPY 2000, "HPham5 on "cfsO..." is selected for storing 
backup files); and 

performing the backup operation to backup at least one file on the at least one selected system (The 
backup operation is performed as illustrated on page 8 of SECOND COPY 2000). 

The missing of the backup process of USPTO network storage system is the claimed 

limitations dynamically installing a daemon application by a central system coupled to systems with available 
disk space to store backup files, said systems including each server and client on a network and receiving a first 
metadata from said installed daemon application, wherein said first metadata comprises information regarding 
available disk space. 

Knight teaches a method and program for determining storage configuration (Knight, 
Abstract). The method and program as disclosed by Knight comprising the steps of: 

dynamically installing a daemon application by a central system coupled to systems with available disk 
space to store backup files, said systems including each sen>er and client on a network (Storage Configurator 
Software Program as a daemon application is installed on servers and clients with hard drive 
available disk space to store backup files by central system, e.g., administration server (Col. 4 Lines 21- 
46 and Col. 3 Lines 55-67)); 

receiving a first metadata from said installed daemon applications, wherein said first metadata 
comprises information regarding available disk space (Knight, Col. 7 Lines 64-67). 



Application/Control Number: 10/734,864 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2169 

The Storage Configurator Software Program as taught by Knight is a must for the 
USPTO network storage system. By using Storage Configurator Software Program, the 
configuration of storage devices is determined for creating the layout of storage configuration. 

Regarding claim 16, a conventional network storage system, e.g., the USPTO network 
storage system, comprising: 

a central system (The USPTO server); 

a first computer system coupled to said central system (e.g., the computer system of the 
examiner), said first computer system comprising: 

a first processor (A CPU is an inherited feature of the USPTO computer); and 

a first memory unit coupled to said first processor (A memory coupled to the CPU is an 

inherited feature of the USPTO computer), 

wherein said first memory unit is operable for storing a backup application operation 

operable for backing up files (To perform backup operation for the network storage 

system, the USPTO computer runs SECOND COPY 2000 for backing up files); 
a second and third computer system, both couple to said central system (As shown in the Appendix, 
"HPham5 on "cfsO..." and "patents2700 on 'n..." as a second and third computer system) wherein each 
of said second and said third computer system comprises: 

a daemon application operable for communicating with a said central system (The 
application for communicating with the server is an inherited feature of the network 
storages "HPham5 on "cfsO..." and "patents2700 on 'n..."); and 

a disk unit, wherein an available capacity of said disk unit is configured to store back-up files 
(e.g., "HPham5 on "cfsO..." has "Total size" and "Free Space"); and 
wherein said central system comprises: 
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a computer program for installing said backup application on said first computer system for 

backup and restoration of files (The SECOND COPY 2000 is installed on the USPTO 
computer by the USPTO server); wherein 

said computer program comprises instructions executable by a central system processor and embedded 
in storage accessible to said central system processor, wherein the instructions comprise instructions for'. 

creating a master file, wherein said master file comprises information regarding a list of system 
available to store backup files and an amount of available disk space to store backup files for each system 
available to store backup files (As shown at Screenshot of the Appendix, a layout of storage 
configuration as a master file, wherein the layout comprises information regarding a list of system 
available to store backup files, e.g., "HPham5 on "cfsO. . .", and an amount of available disk space to store 
backup files for each system available to store backup files, e.g., 8.37 GB); 

installing a backup application on said first computer system to perform a backup operation (the 
USPTO computer is installed SECOND COPY 2000 as backup application to perform a backup 
operation); 

transferring a copy of said master file to said first computer system responsive to receiving a request 
from said backup applications to download said master file (As shown at screenshot 3 (Page 1 3) of 
SECOND COPY 2000, SECOND COPY 2000 requests the layout storage configuration by 
selecting "Browse"); 

selecting from the master file at least one system available to store backup files (As shown at 
screenshot 3 (Page 13) of SECOND COPY 2000, "HPham5 on "cfsO..." is selected for storing 
backup files); and 

performing the backup operation to backup at least one file on the at least one selected system (The 
backup operation is performed as illustrated on page 8 of SECOND COPY 2000). 

The missing of the backup process of USPTO network storage system is the claimed 
limitations dynamically installing a daemon application on said second and third computer systems and 
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receiving a first metadata from said installed daemon applications, wherein said first metadata comprises 
information regarding available disk space on said second and said third computer systems. 

Knight teaches a method and program for determining storage configuration (Knight, 
Abstract). The method and program as disclosed by Knight comprising the steps of: 

dynamically installing a daemon application on said second and third computer systems (Storage 
Configurator Software Program as a daemon application is installed on client computer systems 
with hard drive (Knight, Col. 4 Lines 21-46); 

receiving a first metadata front said installed daemon applications, wherein said first metadata 
comprises information regarding available disk space on said second and said third computer system (Knight, 
Col. 7 Lines 64-67). 

The Storage Configurator Software Program as taught by Knight is a must for the 
USPTO network storage system. By using Storage Configurator Software Program, the 
configuration of storage devices is determined for creating the layout of storage configuration. 

Regarding claims 2, 9 and 17, the network of USPTO computers running Window XP 
operating system and SECOND COPY 2000 and Knight, in combination, teach all of the 
claimed subject matter as discussed above with respect to claims 1 and 8, the SECOND COPY 
2000 further includes the features Of receiving a list of files to be backed up] and selecting two or more 
systems from said master file {The SECOND COPY 2000, Pages 12-13, Screenshots 2-3, "Browse" 
button). 

Regarding claims 3, 10 and 18, the network of USPTO computers running Window XP 
operating system and SECOND COPY 2000 and Knight, in combination, teach all of the 
claimed subject matter as discussed above with respect to claims 2, 9 and 17, the SECOND 
COPY 2000 further includes the features Of compressing and encrypting backup data and storing a 
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second metadata and a key (By selecting "Custom Setup" as in Screenshot 1, backup data is 
compressed and encrypted as in Screenshot 7, and storing a second metadata, e.g., 
Destination Folder as in screenshot 4, and a key, e.g., password as in screenshot 7). 

Regarding claims 4, 1 1 and 1 9, the network of USPTO computers running Window XP 
operating system and SECOND COPY 2000 and Knight, in combination, teach all of the 
claimed subject matter as discussed above with respect to claims 3, 10 and 18, the SECOND 
COPY 2000 further includes the features Of second metadata comprises systems storing said backup data 
(Screenshot 4). 

Regarding claims 5, 12 and 20, the network of USPTO computers running Window XP 
operating system and SECOND COPY 2000 and Knight, in combination, teach all of the 
claimed subject matter as discussed above with respect to claims 4, 1 1 and 19, and the feature 
Of transmitting said second metadata and said key to a central system is an inherited feature of the 
SECOND COPY 2000 (the further includes the features because the USPTO server as a central 
system will receive the second metadata and key. 

Claims 6, 7, 13, 14, 21 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over a conventional network of computers running Window XP operating 
system and SECOND COPY 2000 and Knight [USP 7,043,619] and further in view of 
Whiting et al. [USP 5,778,395]. 

Regarding claims 6, 13 and 21, the network of USPTO computers running Window XP 
operating system and SECOND COPY 2000 and Knight, in combination, teach all of the 
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claimed subject matter as discussed above with respect to claims 4, 1 1 and 19, but fail to teach 
the Steps Of receiving a list of files to be restored; determining which systems store said files to be restored 
using said second metadata; and connecting to one or more daemon applications on one or more systems storing 
said files to be restored. As disclosed by Whiting, the files COUld be restored by receiving a list of files to 
be restored; determining which systems store said files to be restored using said second metadata; and 
connecting to one or more daemon applications on one or more systems storing said files to be restored 
(Whiting, Col. 14 Lines 26-65). It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to include the step of restoring files as taught by Whiting for 
recovering backup files. 

Regarding claims 7, 14 and 22, the network of USPTO computers running Window XP 
operating system and SECOND COPY 2000 and Knight and Whiting, in combination, teach all 
of the claimed subject matter as discussed above with respect to claims 6, 1 3 and 21 , Whiting 
further discloses the Steps Of receiving said files to be restored from said one or more daemon applications; 
uncompressing and decrypting said files to be restored using said key; and restoring said files to be restored 
(Whiting, Col. 14 Lines 26-65). 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to HUNG Q. PHAM whose telephone number is 571-272-4040. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, JAMES K. TRUJILLO can be reached on 571-272-3677. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
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PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/HUNG Q. PHAIW 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2169 

October 06, 2008 



